
Best friends Katharine Hoffmann and Priscilla 
Bordogna began their friendship 12 years ago, 
running hurdles on their junior high track team. 
These days, the two are dealing with a real-life 
hurdle—Katharine’s fi ght against cervical cancer.

Running has always been an inspiration to their 
friendship. Priscilla says, “We pushed each other 
to do better. We encouraged each other to keep 
going even though we didn’t think we could make 
it.” So it comes as no surprise that running plays a 
special role in the way Priscilla is helping to inspire 
Katharine and other women who have been affected 
by cervical cancer.

Run 2 Inspire is an 
organization that 
Priscilla started after 
Katharine’s diagnosis 
to support her friend 
and give back to the 
women of Pittsburgh. 
While half of all 

women diagnosed with cervical cancer are between 
the ages of 35 and 55, younger women, like 25-year-
old Katharine, can also get the disease. That’s why 
Priscilla wants all women to have the facts about 
cervical cancer and the virus that can cause it.

Cervical cancer is caused by certain types of a virus 
called human papillomavirus (HPV). HPV often 
has no signs or symptoms, so many women get it 
without even knowing it. In fact, it’s estimated that 
80% of women will have had HPV in their lifetime. 
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And while HPV most 
often clears on its own, when it 
doesn’t, cervical cancer can develop. 

There really isn’t a “type” of person 
who gets HPV or cervical cancer. “That’s 
the message Run 2 Inspire wants to stress,” 
Priscilla says. “If it can happen to Katharine, 
it can happen to anyone.”

Katharine, who lives in Philadelphia, has also 
gotten involved. She’s helped plan the fi rst-annual 
Run 2 Inspire 5K—a fundraiser for women who 
can’t afford treatment. She says she was touched 
beyond belief by her friend’s actions. “We all aspire 
to do great things in life. . .[this] is nothing short 
of amazing.” 

Based on her own experience, Katharine urges other 
young women to take charge of their health and talk 
to their doctors. She also stresses the importance of 
Pap tests. “I always thought ‘that can’t happen to me’,” 
she says. “Had I known then what I know now, maybe 
I wouldn’t be fi ghting this battle.”

But she isn’t fi ghting it alone. “These past couple 
of years have really brought us closer together,” 
Katharine says. “I know that my life is better 
because she’s been a part of it.”

MAKE SURE YOU AND THE WOMEN 
YOU CARE ABOUT HAVE ALL THE FACTS.

Talk to your doctor and visit 
HPV.com for more information.
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